
CITY OF LOUISBURG, KANSAS 

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 

APRIL 6, 2020 

 

 The Council of the City of Louisburg, Kansas met at 6:30 p.m. in regular session 

via Zoom video conferencing.  Mayor Marty Southard presiding. 

 

Council Members Steve Town, Kalee Smith, Sandy Harris, Donna Cook, Thorvald 

McKiearnan 

City Administrator Nathan Law 

City Clerk Traci Storey 

 City Attorney Kelly Stohs   

 Police Chief Tim Bauer 

Fire Chief Gerald Rittinghouse 

 Communications Coordinator Jean Carder 

 Public Works Supervisor Craig Hufferd 

 Press 

 Visitors   

 

APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 

 

The Louisburg City Council was held by a remote meeting tonight that took place 

over Zoom, a video and phone conferencing platform.  This was a move made necessary 

by the coronavirus pandemic and allowed under the state’s Open Meeting Act. 

 

Councilmember Steve Town moved, seconded by Councilmember Donna Cook 

motion carried 5-0, to approve the consent agenda to include adoption of the agenda, 

approval of the regular meeting minutes of March 16, 2020 and bills list. 

 

VISITORS 

 

 None 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 

 None 

 

CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT 

 

 City Attorney Kelly Stohs said she been following the City Attorney Association 

news, which has been very helpful during this time. 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT 



 

Proclamation Discussion:  Mayor Southard asked Councilmember McKiearnan if 

he has done more thinking regarding a Damon Dennis Day.  Councilmember McKiearnan 

said he was just waiting to see how this all goes down with the virus.  Mayor Southard said 

we can discuss at a future meeting. 

 

DEPARTMENT REPORTS 

 

 None 

 

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 

 

 Feral Cat Considerations:  City Administrator Nathan Law said staff was asked 

to research and report back on options to address feral cat population following discussion 

at the last Council meeting.  Staff has attempted to contact the State of Kansas to inquire 

about possibility of an emergency declaration and possibly instituting a one-time capture 

and destroy process, but the current pandemic has resulted in most state offices being 

closed.  Alternatively, staff has reached out to the local veterinarian offices to inquire about 

capture, spay/neuter, and return programs.  Both veterinarian offices would accommodate 

the process to spay/neuter, provide rabies vaccination, and either clip an ear or mark the 

stomach of cats, and allow the cats to be returned to their capture location.  With this catch 

and release program, staff would expect property owners experiencing issues to continue 

to capture feral cats and take those to the designated veterinarian office, after which the cat 

may be returned to the same individual or City staff may accommodate the return aspect 

of the animal.  The larger issue with such a program is it does not immediately address the 

concerns for health and safety expressed at the last meeting.  The impact of the catch and 

release is to prevent procreation, not immediately reducing the population.  That would 

leave feral cats to continue to occupy the previous community location.  Currently the City 

accommodates captured feral cats by allowing citizens to take the animal to the Louisburg 

Animal Clinic exclusively because that office is setup to house cats, an officer will verify 

residency of the citizen, the clinic will then follow its elected process to either relocate the 

animal or keep and destroy.  This is not necessarily labor intensive for City employees, but 

the cost is unknowable from year-to-year as there is no way of knowing how diligent 

citizens may choose to be about feral cats.  Louisburg Animal Clinic has offered the lower 

cost program for capture, neuter/spay, vaccinate, and identify feral cats, for a cost of $100 

for female and $65 for male. 

 

 Councilmember Donna Cook asked if the City had traps that people could use for 

something like this.  Law replied we do have a couple that if a resident requested we can 

let them borrow.  Councilmember Harris asked if cats have to be licensed like dogs.  City 

staff said only dogs get a pet license.  If we just spay or neuter this won’t solve the problem 

Harris said.  Town agreed we will still have the population problem.  Harris would like to 

see this item tabled until the state opens up and give us some options.  Councilmember 



McKiearnan would like staff to research on a private animal control company that could 

come in, trap and dispose of the cats.  Councilmembers agreed and directed staff to look 

into finding a company. 

 

 Moratoria for “Stay Home” Orders:  City Administrator presented four 

Resolutions to consider as part of local effort to help control aspects of the Code of the 

City of Louisburg that allows or encourages environments that violate stay home orders or 

that may ease the burden on local commerce that has been effected by the same orders.  

Each resolution/moratorium is specific to some aspect of City Code. 

 

 Resolution 4-6-20A – A Resolution of the City of Louisburg, Kansas declaring a 

temporary moratorium on the processing and approval of all solicitor, canvassers, peddler’s 

permits as defined in Chapter V.  Business Regulations, Article 1 of the Code of the City 

of Louisburg, Kansas to further the efforts of all “Stay Home” orders issued by federal, 

state or local authority, until such time as all such orders have been lifted.  Councilmembers 

had discussion.  Councilmember Sandy Harris moved, seconded by Councilmember 

Thorvald McKiearnan and carried 5-0, to adopt Resolution 4-6-20A. 

 

 Resolution 4-6-20B – A Resolution of the City of Louisburg, Kansas declaring a 

temporary moratorium on the restrictions of temporary sign regulations as they pertain to 

commercial businesses, regulations which are incorporated in Chapter XVI.  Zoning and 

Planning, Article 3 of the Code of the City of Louisburg, Kansas to further the efforts of 

all “Stay Home” orders issued by federal, state or local authority, until such time as all such 

orders have been lifted.  Councilmember Thorvald McKiearnan moved, seconded by 

Councilmember Kalee Smith and carried 5-0, to adopt Resolution 4-6-20B. 

 

 Resolution 4-6-20C – A Resolution of the City of Louisburg, Kansas declaring a 

temporary moratorium on the processing and approval of all new businesses and licenses 

as defined in Chapter III Beverages, Articles 1 through 7 of the Code of The City of 

Louisburg, Kansas to further the efforts of all “Stay Home” orders issued by federal, state 

or local authority, until such time as all such orders have been lifted. 

 

Councilmember McKiearnan asked if this resolution included food trucks.  City 

Administrator said food trucks would be classified in the first Resolution.  Councilmembers 

had discussion.  Councilmember Thorvald McKiearnan moved, seconded by 

Councilmember Sandy Harris and carried 5-0, to adopt Resolution 4-6-20C. 

 

 Resolution 4-6-20D A resolution of the City of Louisburg, Kansas declaring a 

temporary moratorium on the processing and approval of all new special event permits as 

defined in Chapter XII Public Property, Article 4 of the Code of the City of Louisburg, 

Kansas to further the efforts of all “Stay Home” orders issued by federal, state or local 

authority, until such time as all orders have been lifted.  Councilmember Town asked about 

the motorcycle ride at Timbercreek.  If something was previously approved it will fall 



under the orders of “Stay Home”.  Councilmember Thorvald McKiearnan moved, 

seconded by Councilmember Kalee Smith and carried 5-0, to adopt Resolution 4-6-20D. 

 

 Council Projects for 2021 and Future Years:  An item presented to Council in 

the past is a consideration for projects that should be focused on as priorities for the next 

budget.  Staff sent direct communication to Councilmembers periodically the past month 

requesting items to compile for this consideration.  This list is taken into consideration 

during project price estimating, weighed against departmental requests for projects in the 

same budget year, and used to estimate budget expenses.  A budget workshop is used each 

year to discuss these projects compared with departmental requests and included within a 

draft budget.  The following is a list of Council member submitted items that, if approved, 

should be considered City priority when discussing budgeting and funding of projects. 

 

Councilmember Town: 

 

 Street lights added along N. Broadway and along N. Metcalf – Evergy 

 Increase standards for curb radius at entrances and intersections – (staff project) 

 Consider adding bike lanes on some wider streets 

 Promote local small business incubator locations and modified utility assistance program 

 Continue pursuit of a multi-use/multi-function community center 

   Continue addressing stormwater and wastewater issues 

 

Councilmember Thorvald McKiearnan said he would not like to do any new 

projects next year.  Councilmember Donna Cook agrees, but she would like to keep 

addressing stormwater and wastewater issues.  Councilmember Town asked if we can leave 

this up to Administrator Law and Finance Director McQueen to keep us up to date and 

come back to advise the Council.  Law said for budgeting purposes there will still be a 

budget workshop.  Councilmember Harris asked if any dates have been discussed.  Mayor 

Southard said we will let everyone know later.  Councilmember McKiearnan asked about 

rent from Evergy for light poles.  Staff will get that information.  Councilmember Donna 

Cook moved, seconded by Councilmember Sandy Harris and carried 5-0, to continue 

addressing stormwater and wastewater issues and table the other items for the future. 

 

COUNCIL REPORTS 

 

 Councilmember McKiearnan:  Councilmember Thorvald McKiearnan asked 

about last week’s cruise the Burg.  If people can walk around why is driving around any 

different.  Police Chief Tim Bauer said there had been cars running stop signs, revving 

their engines, speeding and in one instance, a group of over 30 people were gathered in one 

location watching the cars.  Councilmember Smith said the Miami County Sheriff’s office 

said it was ok to do this.  Police Chief Bauer said local enforcement follows the 

recommendation from the Governor’s Office, Miami County Health Department and 



Miami County Emergency Management.  Cruising is not an essential activity and there are 

rules for gathering no more than 10, Chief Bauer said.  The Police Department hopes 

residents take these guidelines seriously and follows them. 

   

 Councilmember Cook:  Councilmember Donna Cook asked if we have resolved 

the 4-wheeler issues and get permits to those that want them.  Staff is still collecting 

information Mr. Law said. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

At 7:35 p.m. Councilmember Steve Town moved, seconded by Councilmember Donna 

Cook and carried 5-0, to adjourn the meeting. 

 

Approved: 

 

______________________________ 

Marty Southard, Mayor 

 

Attest: 

_____________________________ 

Traci Storey, City Clerk 


